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Message from our Trustee - 
 
We are now halfway through the school year.  This is a good time to reflect on all that your child 
has learned and to look at setting goals for the rest of the school year.  
 
Our Board believes that student well-being and achievement go hand-in-hand.  One of our goals 
set out in the Board of Trustees’ Multi-Year Plan is to “continuously increase student 
achievement and well-being through a culture of caring and learning.”   
 
The Ministry of Education has recently identified four priorities for well-being: positive mental 
health, safe and accepting schools, healthy schools, and equity and inclusive education.  As a 
Board of Trustees, we will continue to further work in all of these areas to support student well-
being in line with these priorities.  
 
There are many resources on the Board website to help support student well-being, including 
tips for talking about mental health, managing stress, packing healthy lunches and addressing 
incidents of bullying.  
 
Creating a healthy, safe and welcoming learning environment is key to helping our students 
reach their full potential.  All of us have an important role to play in creating an environment that 
enables our students to thrive.  
 
I wish you all the best for a healthy, happy and successful 2017.  
 
A Message from the Administrator – 
 
We are now planning for next school year!  We will soon be coming together as a staff to 
carefully consider class placements for the 2017-2018 school year. The staff at Ramer Wood 
care deeply about student needs. Years of meeting the learning needs of children give our 
teachers the unique qualifications to recommend student placement decisions. Rest assured 
that placing students and balancing classes will include the best opportunities for student 
achievement and well-being. 
 
A balanced class reflects the diversity of our community and allows the variety of interests and 
talents of our learners to emerge and be appreciated. The family, the school and the community 
all provide opportunities for children to socialize. Each new school year brings opportunities to 
meet new friends and expand our circle of acquaintances.  
 
The following are the criteria we use to guide our placements: 
 
Balance of Ability, Interests and Talents - all children are unique and different. The teacher’s 
task of providing meaningful learning programs is enhanced when classes are created with this 
balance in mind. 
 
Learning Style - how does the learner go about the process of learning? What kind of 
environment would best suit the learner? 
 
Social Blending - what is the best cluster of individuals to effectively and efficiently learn? This 
should not be viewed as a grouping of friends. At particular stages, some close friends learn 
best in separate classes. 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/wellbeing2.html
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Healthy/Pages/Mental-Illness-and-Mental-Health-Awareness.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Students/MySkills/Pages/Stress-Management.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Healthy/Pages/Healthy-and-Environmentally-Friendly-Lunches.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/SafeSchools/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/SafeSchools/Pages/default.aspx


Do we need to know something particular about your child that you feel we do not 
already know?  Aside from requesting a particular teacher, or for your child to be with a specific 
friend,  parent input is taken into consideration. If you have information to share with us, 
please share it in writing by April 15th, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Chrome Books! 
A big thank you to our School Council for their support and for working with us on the purchase 
of technology.  Through the Board’s cost-sharing initiative, we have taken delivery of 30 new 
Chrome Book computers, 3 rolling storage/charging carts, a document camera, otter boxes for 
iPads and a robotics kit.  Students and teachers are excited to have this new technology in the 
school to supplement our growing ability to be active in the online environment. 
 
In Sports News! 
Mr. Tzogas has coached our Junior volleyball team through their games and tournaments and 
now basketball season is upon us.  Mr. Winer and Mr. Raynor have been working with our 
Intermediate boys’ team in preparation for the Area tournament on Feb. 13th.  Ms. Giannoulis 
and our volunteer, Ms. Ally, are working with the Intermediate girls’ team who will play 
a tournament here at Ramer Wood on Feb. 14th.  We thank the coaches for sharing their time 
and skills and wish our teams well for the season. 
 
‘Till next time! 
 

William Armstrong Public School has invited our families to join them for a 
presentation on Thursday, February 23, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Building Lifelong Grit 

with Bev Miller 
Thursday, February 23, 2017 at 7 p.m. 

 
Join Bev Miller (M. Ed.) as she speaks about growth mindsets, optimism, and how we 
can help our kids learn to deal with setbacks in life. The presentation will examine 
practices and beliefs that can help to create a growth mindset in children and teens, 
so that when “life happens” they will be better equipped to respond to challenges with 
determination and grit. We all want our children to succeed; supporting and teaching 
them resilience and optimism in the face of setbacks can be the basis for their 
accomplishment in every arena of effort. 
 
Child care will be available. 

Presentation will begin at 7 p.m. in the library 

Attached is a flyer for a number of upcoming Triple P (Positive Parenting Program) 

workshops (Cantonese and Mandarin) in Markham for February and March 2017. 


